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In 2021, the UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
released a shocking report on the latest climate data, saying 
we have reached a “code red for humanity.” These leading 
scientists say it is indisputable that human activities are caus-
ing climate change, making extreme climate events, includ-
ing heat waves, heavy rainfall, and droughts, more frequent 
and severe – at a rate unprecedented in the last 2000 years. 

These changes are prompting increased crop failure, food in-
security, forest fires, and sea level rise. And these conditions 
are driving migration, homelessness, loss of livelihoods and 
biodiversity. Climate change is altering our fundamental 
relationship with nature and each other.

Climate change touches all of our lives, but some people and 
places are affected more severely. Both in the United States 
and around the world, populations marginalized by gender, 
race, class, caste, religion, ethnicity, and ability are more vul-
nerable to climate impacts and less able to respond. Also, 
while high-income nations produce the bulk of emissions, 
low-income nations, which produce far less emissions, bear 
the brunt of climate impacts without the resources to respond. 

The United States, the world’s wealthiest nation and highest 
emitter, has a unique responsibility to reduce emissions and 
assist low- and middle- income countries to transition to re-
newable energy and adapt to climate change. Examples in-
clude investing in solar panels, sea walls, and drought-resistant 
crops, as well as financing relocation for some communities.

Inspired by the gospel and Maryknoll missioners’ commitment to stand with vulnerable communities around the world, we offer two-
page briefs as resources on the intersection of global policy and Catholic social thought.

Climate Change and Care for Creation

COVID-19 and Climate Connections
As typhoons and hurricanes hit parts of Asia and Central America, people have had to shelter together, increasing the risk of 
transmission. In the Amazon, smokey fires and COVID-19 compromised indigenous peoples’ respiratory systems, making 
them more sensitive to the health impacts of both. In East Africa, where very few have access to covid vaccines, millions of 
people are struggling to survive climate-fueled floods in South Sudan and droughts in Ethiopia, Somalia and Kenya.

Facts About Climate Change
•	 Climate change in the U.S. is projected to in-

crease inequities, strain infrastructure and the 
electric grid, cause sea level rise and biodiversity 
loss, and disrupt agricultural patterns in the next 
few decades. 

•	 To limit warming to 1.5 or 2 °C , countries will 
have to cut their greenhouse gas emissions to net 
zero by around 2050. To reach that goal, emis-
sions would have to start dropping “well before 
2030” and be on a path to fall by about 45 per-
cent by around 2030.

•	 The Earth has already experienced 1 °C of 
warming due to human activity and  is on track 
to reach 1.5 °C by  about 2040.

See
In the report, scientists tell us that current emissions have 
made lasting damage but some warming can be reversed if 
countries work together to make deep and rapid emissions 
cuts. The best-case scenario is to keep the average global 
temperature rise to 1.5 °C (2.7 ˚F) above pre-industrial era 
levels, the goal set by the Paris Agreement in 2015.

As Pope Francis and more than 40 religious leaders said in 
their appeal to world leaders at the UN Climate Talks in 
Scotland, “We have inherited a garden: we must not leave 
a desert to our children.”
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https://www.ipcc.ch/report/sixth-assessment-report-working-group-i/
https://nca2018.globalchange.gov/
https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/sites/2/2018/07/SR15_SPM_version_stand_alone_LR.pdf
https://climate.nasa.gov/news/2878/a-degree-of-concern-why-global-temperatures-matter/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/holy-see-faith-and-science-an-appeal-for-cop26
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Judge
Maryknoll Experience 

“…[We] study and discuss Laudato Si’ in the ru-
ral parish [in El Salvador] where I live and we 
implement what we can through our agricultur-
al and environmental ministries… The main ef-
fects of climate change here are the abnormally 
extreme wet and dry seasons and catastrophic 
storms that result from altered weather patterns. 
Insufficient or excessive rainfall leads directly to 
hunger among the poor...” 

– Peg Vamosy, Maryknoll Lay Missioner

Act 

Three Ways to Take Action
Sign up to receive our action alerts to tell your elected officials to care for Creation. www.maryknollogc.org
Join the Laudato Si Movement to connect with Catholics around the world. www.laudatosimovement.org 
Connect with U.S. Catholics at the Catholic Climate Covenant www.catholicclimatecovenant.org

Pray
All-powerful God, you are present in the whole 
universe and in the smallest of your creatures.
You embrace with your tenderness all that exists.
Pour out upon us the power of your love,
that we may protect life and beauty.
Fill us with peace, that we may live
as brothers and sisters, harming no one.

- Pope Francis, Laudato Si’

Concern for the environment has been incorporated 
into Catholic Social Teaching through the writings of 
the three most recent popes. In 1990 Pope John Paul 
II stated, “Christians, in particular, realize that their re-
sponsibility within creation and their duty towards na-
ture and the Creator are an essential part of their faith.”  
In 2009 Pope Benedict XVI wrote, “The environment 
is God’s gift to everyone, and in our use of it we have a 
responsibility towards the poor, towards future genera-
tions and towards humanity as a whole.”

In his landmark 2015 encyclical, Laudato Si’, Pope 
Francis explored the spiritual roots of the ecological 
crisis: “[The earth] now cries out to us because of the 
harm we have inflicted on her by our irresponsible use 
and abuse of the goods with which God has endowed 
her.” 

Pope Francis has urged all people of good will to work 
together to care for our common home and avert the 
growing ecological crisis, including through the Paris 
Agreement: “All governments should strive to honor 
the commitments made in Paris, in order to avoid the 
worst consequences of the climate crisis.”

Climate change is no longer a problem only facing fu-
ture generations. We should urge our leaders to take 
strategic action now, and at every level, to mitigate the 
effects of climate change and assist those who suffer 
from its effects. 

Advocate for policies that will reduce emissions, cre-
ate green jobs, and support community resilience from 
climate events, and provide relief for climate related 
disasters such as hurricanes and wildfires. This policy 
advocacy can happen with your city council, state offi-
cials and federal officials. You can advocate for climate 
policy in your local community and up to international 
climate finance for our neighbors in low- and middle- 
income countries.  Incorporate your family, parish, or 
larger community in these actions.

https://maryknollogc.org/resources/scripture/33rd-sunday-ordinary-time-3
http://www.maryknollogc.org
http://www.laudatosimovement.org
http://www.catholicclimatecovenant.org
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/environment/upload/ecology-resource-quotes.pdf
https://churchpop.com/2015/06/18/the-original-green-pope-8-quotes-from-benedict-xvi-on-the-environment/
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/2018/july/documents/papa-francesco_20180706_terzoanniversario-laudatosi.html

