
Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns www.maryknollogc.org

Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns                                         Policy Brief 1:  Nuclear Disarmament                 

Global Concerns Policy Briefs 

Nuclear weapons and climate change are widely 
recognized by scientists and security experts as 
“twin existential threats” to life on earth. While 
much more action is needed, the gravity of climate 
change has largely entered the global conscious-
ness, thanks to global youth activism. But since the 
end of the Cold War, the nuclear threat has failed to 
grab the public imagination in the same way. 

Experts warn that the danger of nuclear annihilation 
is greater than ever, citing the dismantling of the 
global arms control regime, as world leaders walk 
away from agreements and multilateral structures 
which reduce the nuclear threat with no plans for 
how to replace them. Vast resources are spent on 
new nuclear weapons, including the development 
and deployment of “low-yield” nuclear weapons 
which can be used to wage “winnable” wars and 
new Pentagon plans for a nuclear first strike.  

 Inspired by the Gospel and Maryknoll missioners’ commitment to stand with vulnerable communities around the world, we 
offer these two-page briefs as resources on the intersection of global policy and Catholic social thought. 

Abolish Nuclear Weapons, Invest in Peace

Coronavirus Connection
The coronavirus epidemic has been a stark reminder that we live in a globally interdependent world. 
True security demands international structures for building trust and cooperation.
 
“We are witnessing an erosion of multilateralism which is all the more serious in light of the growth of 
new forms of military technology. Such an approach seems highly incongruous in today’s context of 
interconnectedness; it represents a situation that urgently calls for the attention and commitment of all 
leaders.” – Pope Francis, “Address of the Holy Father on Nuclear Weapons,” Nagasaki, 24 November 
2019

See
Nukes By the Numbers

• Nuclear weapons spending in 2022 White 
House Budget: $43.2 billion.

• Estimated cost of replacing Minuteman III 
ICBMs: $100 billion

• Projected cost of building and maintaining the 
U.S. nuclear arsenal for the next 30 years: $1.5 
trillion

• Estimated cost for World Food Program to 
avoid famine affecting 270 million people in 
2021: $5 billion.  

• Number of U.S. nuclear warheads: Total: 5,800 
(1,750 deployed warheads, 2,050 stockpiled 
warheads (both active and inactive), plus 2,000 
retired, intact warheads.) The U.S. and Russia 
possess approximately 90% of the world’s esti-
mated 13,000 nuclear warheads.

https://news.usni.org/2020/02/04/pentagon-confirms-low-yield-nuclear-warhead-on-ballistic-missile-sub?fbclid=IwAR2KMnU3PlVeG_XmOkj8xB3jCviMiJAn60L0X1T-qJ1UUP2L4sJHDQkLwSM
https://www.icanw.org/new_u_s_nuclear_warhead_deployment_raises_risks_of_nuclear_use
https://armscontrolcenter.org/fiscal-year-2022-defense-budget-request-briefing-book/
https://www.armscontrol.org/act/2017-03/news/new-icbm-replacement-cost-revealed
https://www.armscontrol.org/issue-briefs/2017-08/trillion-half-dollar-triad
https://www.armscontrol.org/issue-briefs/2017-08/trillion-half-dollar-triad
https://apnews.com/article/famine-david-beasley-nobel-prizes-coronavirus-pandemic-united-nations-f2c0e3b3d85b457a97b81c2c5fed08bd
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00963402.2019.1701286
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Pope Francis and the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bish-
ops have repeatedly condemned the possession of nuclear 
weapons – even for purposes of deterrence – as sinful and 
unacceptable. Nuclear weapons are a threat to life and 
to our common home, and money spent on our nuclear 
arsenal should instead be spent to promote economic and 
climate justice, and build a security regime rooted in trust 
and enforced by effective, nonviolent measures. Nuclear 
disarmament is an essential element of the Church’s call 
to protect all life and defend human dignity. 

Judge
Maryknoll Experience 

Maryknoll Sister Jean Fallon worked in 
Japan with survivors of the atomic bomb-
ings in Hiroshima and Nagasaki. She has 
said, “At some point, the people of the 
world are going to wake up. They’re just 
going to get to a point in the world where 
they’re going to say, ‘If we don’t stop 
this, there’s not going to be anything left 
on Earth.’ There’s more than one power 
at play here, and that’s the power of the 
people and the power of God.”

Catholics in the United States face a disheartening gap 
between U.S. nuclear policy on the one hand, and the 
clear teachings of the Church on the other. But there are 
practical, achievable steps policymakers can take toward 
the ultimate goal of total nuclear disarmament:
1. Continue diplomatic efforts to rejoin the Iran nucle-

ar agreement (Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action), 
from which the U.S. withdrew in 2018. Then, negoti-
ate to strengthen it. 

2. Heed the policy recommendations of Catholic and 
scientific leaders. Among these:

• Affirm the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear 
Weapons as complementary to existing agreements, 
including the NPT.

• Aim to ratify and bring into force the Comprehensive 
Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty.

• Redirect spending from new nuclear weapons and 
modernization programs toward other pressing needs 
that build human security.

3. Pursue the five policy solutions of the Back From 
The Brink campaign to prevent nuclear war:

1.  Renounce the option of using nuclear weapons first.
2.  End the sole, unchecked authority of any president 
to launch a nuclear attack.
3.  Take U.S. nuclear weapons off hair-trigger alert. 
4.  Cancel the plan to replace the U.S. nuclear arsenal 
with enhanced weapons. 
5. Honor our commitments under the Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) to actively pursue a 
verifiable agreement among nuclear-armed states to 
eliminate their nuclear arsenals. 

 Act 

Pray
“In a single plea to God and to all men and 
women of good will, on behalf of all the vic-
tims of atomic bombings and experiments, 
and of all conflicts, let us together cry out 
from our hearts: Never again war, never again 
the clash of arms, never again so much suf-
fering! Come, Lord, for it is late, and where 
destruction has abounded, may hope also 
abound today that we can write and achieve a 
different future.”  
- Pope Francis, Hiroshima, 24 November 
2019

   Take Action
Read the latest information and analysis on nuclear arms policy from the Arms Control Association, and click 
here to let the White House know you support total nuclear disarmament.

https://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/pont-messages/2017/documents/papa-francesco_20170323_messaggio-onu.html
http://usccb.org/news/2019/19-201.cfm
http://usccb.org/news/2019/19-201.cfm
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/2017/november/documents/papa-francesco_20171110_convegno-disarmointegrale.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/2019/november/documents/papa-francesco_20191124_messaggio-arminucleari-nagasaki.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/speeches/2019/november/documents/papa-francesco_20191124_messaggio-arminucleari-nagasaki.html
https://www.ncronline.org/news/vatican/pope-condemns-possession-nuclear-weapons-shift-churchs-acceptance-deterrence
https://maryknollogc.org/statements/catholic-letter-president-biden-rejoining-iran-nuclear-deal-jcpoa
https://maryknollogc.org/statements/catholic-letter-president-biden-rejoining-iran-nuclear-deal-jcpoa
https://maryknollogc.org/statements/leading-scientists-and-catholic-leaders-call-president-biden-work-world-free-nuclear
https://maryknollogc.org/statements/leading-scientists-and-catholic-leaders-call-president-biden-work-world-free-nuclear
https://www.icanw.org/the_treaty
https://www.icanw.org/the_treaty
https://www.armscontrol.org/factsheets/test-ban-treaty-at-a-glance
https://www.armscontrol.org/factsheets/test-ban-treaty-at-a-glance
https://www.preventnuclearwar.org/our-five-policy-solutions
https://www.armscontrol.org/factsheets/nptfact
https://www.armscontrol.org/factsheets/nptfact
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/pont-messages/2019/documents/papa-francesco_20191124_messaggio-incontropace-hiroshima.html
https://www.armscontrol.org/
https://maryknollofficeforglobalconcerns.salsalabs.org/Generalnuclearweaponsalert
https://maryknollofficeforglobalconcerns.salsalabs.org/Generalnuclearweaponsalert

