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Rising sea levels are the cry of the earth 
 

limate change is having dramatic consequences: 

extreme and erratic weather patterns, loss of sea 

ice, and accelerated sea level rise. A solid 

scientific consensus indicates that global warming is due 

to carbon emissions from burning fossil fuels for more 

than 200 years; and while high-income nations produce 

the bulk of carbon emissions, low-income nations are 

most vulnerable to its impacts.  

“These situations have caused sister earth, along with all 

the abandoned of our world, to cry out, pleading that we 

take another course,” Pope Francis said in Laudato Si’. 

“Never have we so hurt and mistreated our common 

home as we have in the last two hundred years.” 

Bangladesh, where Maryknoll missioners have served for 

nearly 40 years, is one of the world's most impoverished 

and heavily populated nations. It is also the country most 

vulnerable to flooding. Most of the country is less than 

40 feet above sea level; a rise of only three and a half feet 

would flood 10 percent of the country. Erosion of coastal 

farmland is forcing thousands of Bangladeshis to migrate 

inland to the capitol of Dhaka. 

Small island nations like the Maldives and Kiribati will 

likely be underwater in the coming decades. Overall, 

more than 600 million people around the world live on 

land less than 30 feet above sea level.  

With sea levels projected to rise from one to four feet by 

the end of this century, it is critical to build climate 

resilience to prevent and respond to the worst impacts.  

Climate resilience is built through a country’s ability to 

adapt to the effects of a changing climate and mitigate 

the impacts by investing in low-carbon technology. 

Wealthier countries, whose economies have benefited 

from fossil fuel consumption, have a responsibility to 

help fund climate resilience and also to pay their climate 

debt to countries experiencing loss and damages from 

climate change. 
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Examining challenges to be addressed at the 2015 UN Climate Summit  Issue 1 

The Maryknoll experience 

“Just as we are experiencing a shortage of water in the 

major cities [from weak and delayed monsoons], the 

big rivers – the Brahmaputra and Ganges – are 

flowing full speed from the melting snows in the 

Himalayas and gouging out great swaths of farm land, 

threatening a whole way of life for millions of people. 

Those who lose everything flock to [the capital city of] 

Dhaka to seek work. This city of approximately 16 

million is already crowded beyond belief. There is 

truly no room to spare, and still they come.” 
 

–— Maryknoll Sr. Claudette LaVerdiere 

Dhaka, Bangladesh 
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Make a personal 
commitment 

riving a car, using electricity to light and heat 

your home, and throwing away garbage all lead 

to greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. You can 

reduce emissions through simple actions like changing a 

light bulb, powering down electronics, and recycling.  

Know your carbon footprint  
Find out how much carbon you produce with the EPA’s 

Household Carbon Footprint Calculator. 

http://www3.epa.gov/carbon-footprint-calculator/  

 

Cut down on your energy 
consumption  
Avoid leaving appliances on stand-by, install energy-

saving bulbs, and choose appliances with the highest 

energy efficiency rating. And don’t forget to insulate 

your home and windows. 

 
Phase out fossils fuels from your life  
Natural gas, oil and coal are fossil fuels used daily to 

provide energy. But they are non-renewable energy 

sources and produce GHG emissions. Consider wind or 

solar energy options available in your community. 

Consider cleaner forms of transportation: walk, ride your 

bike, use public transportation. 

 

 
Raise your voice 

oin Maryknoll and hundreds of thousands of 

Catholics and people of faith in supporting the 

efforts of the Global Catholic Climate Movement.  

 

Sign the Catholic Climate Petition  

Add your name to urge our political leaders to commit to 

ambitious climate action at the U.N. Climate Summit.  
https://catholicclimatemovement.global/petition/  

 

 

#PRAY4COP21 
COP21 is the abbreviation for the UN Climate Summit 

since it is the 21
st
 meeting of the Conference of Parties. 

Through the #Pray4cop21 prayer chain we are praying 

for world leaders to have courage and take bold action. 

Sign up as an individual or as a religious congregation.  

https://catholicclimatemovement.global/pray4cop21/  

 

 

 

Join the Global Climate March  
On November 29, join millions of people in major cities 

around the world as we march to show that we care about 

climate change and ask governments for bold action. Join 

a march in a city near you. 

http://catholicclimatemovement.global/global-climate-

march/ 
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 Prayers of Petition for 
Creation  

O Lord, grant us the grace to respect and care for 

Your creation. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

O Lord, bless all of your creatures as a sign of Your 

wondrous love. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

O Lord, help us to end the suffering of the poor and 

bring healing to all of your creation. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

 

From the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 
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